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The Seventh Edition of the topically organized Children’s Thinking presents a current, 

comprehensive, and dynamic examination of cognitive development. The book covers individual 

children and their developmental journeys while also following the general paths of overall 

cognitive development in children. This unique and effective approach gives readers a holistic 

view of children’s cognitive development, acknowledging that while no two children are exactly 

alike, they tend to follow similar developmental patterns. Supported by the latest research studies 

and data, the Seventh Edition provides valuable insights for readers to better understand and 

work with children. 
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Evolutionary Perspectives on Infancy sheds new light on our understanding of the human brain 

and the environments responsible for shaping the brain during early stages of development. This 

book will be of interest to evolutionary and developmental psychologists, biologists, 

anthropologists, as well as scholars more broadly interested in infancy. 
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“Peter A. Ornstein has influenced the field of children’s memory development in a sustainable 

way and this volume is proof of it. Written by the best representatives of the field, it is an 

impressive collection drawing from traditional approaches and contemporary literature.”  

Claudia M. Roebers, Professor and Head of Developmental Psychology, University of Bern, 

Switzerland 
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Infants and children are the often-ignored heroes when it comes to understanding human 

evolution. Evolutionary pressures acted upon the young of our ancestors more powerfully than 

on adults, and changes over the course of development in our ancestors were primarily 

responsible for the species and the people we have become. This book takes an evolutionary 

developmental perspective, emphasizing that developmental plasticity – he ability to change our 

physical and psychological selves early in life – is the creative force in evolution, with natural 

selection serving as a filter, eliminating novel developmental outcomes that did not benefit 

survival. 

 

This book is about becoming – of becoming human and of becoming mature adults. Bjorklund 

asks, “How can an understanding of human development help us better understand human 

evolution?” Then, turning the relation between evolution and development on its head, Bjorklund 

demonstrates how an understanding of our species’ evolution can help us better understand 

current development and how to better rear successful and emotionally healthy children. 
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Natural selection has operated as strongly or more so on the early stages of the lifespan as on 

adulthood. One evolved feature of human childhood is high levels of behavioral, cognitive, and 

neural plasticity, permitting children to adapt to a wide range of physical and social 

environments. Taking an evolutionary perspective on infancy and childhood provides a better 

understanding of contemporary human development, predicting and understanding adult 

behavior, and explaining how changes in the early development of our ancestors produced 

contemporary Homo sapiens. 
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Peter Gray and David F. Bjorklund’s evolutionary perspective and thought-provoking narrative 

stimulate students to think about the big ideas in psychological science. 
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